Biographical Sketch of Robert Williams

A physicist by training (BS, Yale 1962; PhD. UC Berkeley, 1966), Robert Williams is a Senior Research Scientist at Princeton University’s Princeton Environmental Institute, where he heads the Energy Systems Analysis Group and the Carbon Capture Group of PEI’s Carbon Mitigation Initiative—a long-term project supported by BP. 
Although his research has covered all aspects of energy, much of his activity since the early 1990s has focused on the challenges posed by and the opportunities offered by coal and biomass. He has given particular attention to the importance of gasification technologies for coal and biomass and the coprocessing of coal and biomass to coproduce synthetic fuels plus electricity with CO2 capture and storage. 
Williams was an International Member (1993-2003) of the Working Group on Energy Strategies and Technologies of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development. During 1998-2004 Williams was a member of the Editorial Board of the World Energy Assessment (a joint project of the UN Development Programme, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and the World Energy Council) and Convening Lead Author of the Advanced Energy Supply Technologies Chapter of the WEA report Energy and the Challenge olf Sustainability. For the recently completed followup Global Energy Assessment Williams was a Lead Author of the Fossil Energy chapter. He was a Lead Author of the 2005 Special Report on CCS of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. During 2008 Williams’ Energy Group carried out the technical and economic analysis for synthetic liquid fuels from coal and biomass for the Panel on Alternative Liquid Transport Fuels from Coal and Biomass of the National Research Council’s America’s Energy Future study. During 2012 Williams was a member of the National Coal Council group that prepared a major study for US Energy Secretary Chu on CO2 capture and storage via CO2 enhanced oil recovery; for this study Williams had the lead responsibility for synfuels and synfuels/electricity coproduction technologies as well as for the comparative economics analysis of alternative coal conversion technologies.  
Honors include the Leo Szilard Award for Physics in the Public Interest (American Physical Society, 1988), the Sadi Carnot Award for energy efficiency contributions (US Department of Energy, 1991), a MacArthur Prize (1993), and the Palladium Medal (National Audubon Society, 1995). Williams was a co-recipient of the Volvo Environment Prize in 2000.

